
2128 Oct. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

mad and upset and fuming, ask them to relax,
take a deep breath, look at the pretty fall
coming on, and talk about your country. The
people of this country will do the right thing
if they know the facts. And each of you
should make a personal commitment to
doing that, not only for them but for these
kids here. You can do it. Turn the lights on.
You can do it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. in the
Flag Pavilion Room at the Seattle Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Larry Brown, Boeing ma-
chinist; John Manning, Seattle police officer;
Mikelle Mathers, AmeriCorps volunteer; Mayor
Norman B. Rice of Seattle; and Harriet Spanel
and Ron Sims, congressional candidates. A portion
of these remarks could not be verified because
the tape was incomplete.

Remarks on the Office of
Management and Budget
Memorandum in Seattle
October 23, 1994

I’d like to make a very brief statement
about the Alice Rivlin memo on the options
for deficit reduction.

First of all, my position is what it was in
the campaign of ’92 and what it has been
through the first 2 budget years. I do not
support cuts in Social Security, and I believe
any savings we achieve in the Medicare pro-
gram should be used in health care. That has
always been my position.

The memo was a list of options that grew
out of a consideration of what might be the
recommendations of the Kerrey commission,
what might come out of the budgeting proc-
ess next year, and the kinds of problems that
might be created if the Republican contract
that the Republican House leader and the
Senate leader and others have embraced. We
have serious problems with the deficit still,
in the future because of the escalating costs
of health care. And if they were to have a
huge tax cut for the wealthy, increase de-
fense, increase Star Wars, we would be look-
ing at an explosion in the deficit that could
only be dealt with with massive cuts in other
programs, all other programs.

But there is nothing in that memo and
nothing in the record which should indicate

that I have changed my position on these two
fundamental issues.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:13 p.m. at the
Seattle Center.
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I’ve been—when I gave my statement over
there one of you asked me a question—and
I left—about Mr. Gingrich’s charge that it
was hypocritical for someone to have a memo
which speculated about the recommenda-
tions that the Kerrey commission and others
might have.

Now, I’ve told you what my position is.
And my position is, I haven’t and don’t sup-
port cuts in Social Security, and I would sup-
port savings in the Medicare program only
if they’re used to advance the cause of health
care.

Now, Mr. Gingrich has leveled a charge
which is not right. It doesn’t have anything
to do with how the list came about. But he
can solve this whole problem if he would say
what I said. So just ask him if he and Senator
Dole will say what I said. Will they say they
support—they don’t support cuts in Social
Security, and they won’t support using Medi-
care savings for anything other than helping
health care?

If they have the same position, they can
make this issue go away. Then they have to
answer, what about their trillion dollar con-
tract, because they will explode the deficit
by a trillion dollars and start sending jobs
overseas again.

The answer to this is for him to say what
I have said to you today. So ask him if he’ll
take the same position. And then the only
question is whether he’s going to abandon
his contract for all these tax cuts and spend-
ing increases.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:45
p.m. at the King County Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to House Republican whip Newt
Gingrich. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 15:32 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00030 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P43OC4.025 INET03


